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1 DETAILED ACTION 

2 Claim Construction 

3 Claim 88, 94, 96 contain the phrase means for. It has been construed as covering the 

4 corresponding structure, material, or acts described in the specification and equivalents 

5 thereof. 
6 



7 Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

9 obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

10 (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

1 1 forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 

1 2 the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

1 3 invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

14 Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
15 

1 6 Claims 1,31, 32, 34-36, 38, 39, 41 , 43-47, 49-51 , 54-57, 78-81 , 83-90, 92, 94, 

17 96, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bantz et al. (US 

18 7464163), in view of Jini as shown in the 'Jini Architecture Specification', hereafter 

19 referred to as Jini. 

20 With respect to claim 1 , 47, 78, 88, 94, 96, Jini teaches; A service software 

21 acquiring method for acquiring software, necessary for a remote service that is to be 

22 shared between a local host and a remote host connected via a network, from a service 

23 administration host that has the method comprising: 

24 a step in which the local host requests the service administration host to start a 

25 desired remote service; ("the customer manager receives a message from the customer 

26 interface containing an identification of the desired service type" Bantz column 8 line 10) 
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1 a step in which, in response to the request to start the remote service, the service 

2 administration host chooses one or more remote hosts capable of sharing the remote 

3 service with the local host, and returns information about the one or remote hosts to the 

4 local host; ("and then creates a list of service offerings and returns that list to the 

5 customer" Bantz column 8 line 13) 

6 and instructs the selected remote host to download the software necessary for 

7 sharing the remote service from the service administration host; and ("FIG. 5 represents 

8 the provisioning of the selected service at the selected service offering." Column 1 0 line 

9 1) 

10 a step in which the selected remote host downloads the software necessary for 

1 1 sharing the remote service from the service administration host, ("examines the 

12 component to determine a specific provisioning action . . . employs the facilities of the 

13 system management server" Bantz column 10 lines 15-22) 

14 Bantz may not explicitly disclose, the user selecting a remote host from a list 

15 provided by the service administration host or as stated; 

16 a step in which, based on the returned information about the one or more remote 

17 hosts, the local host selects a remote host with which to share the remote service from 

18 among the one or more remote hosts chosen by the service administration host, 

19 Jini discloses such a feature in as shown in Jini, AR.2.1 .2: Lookup Service, page 

20 6; "descriptive entries associated with a service allow more fine-grained selection of 

21 services based on properties understandable to people" 
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1 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the Jini lookup service with 

2 the invention of Bantz by including a fine-grained selection of services using descriptive 

3 entries of Jini into the "set of templates" (Bantz coumn 9 line 1 7). 

4 It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of 

5 ordinary skill in the art to include a fine grained selection of the manner of Jini into the 

6 invention of Bantz in order to give a user control of the specifics of an implementation. 
7 

8 Regarding claims 31 , 49, 80, the combination discussed above teaches; further 

9 comprising a step in which the local host downloads the software necessary for sharing 

10 the remote service from the service administration host, ("software providing an access 

1 1 client runs in a client computer" Bantz column 8 line 65) 

12 Regarding claims 32, 81 , the combination discussed above teaches; wherein the 



13 local host is configured to store acquired software therein, and further comprising a step 

14 in which the local host determines whether software necessary for the remote service is 

15 included in the stored acquired software, and if the software necessary for the remote 

16 service is not included in the stored acquired software, the local host downloads the 

17 software necessary for the remote service from the service administration host, ("enable 

18 a subscription to update a previous subscription" Bantz column 1 1 line 20) 



19 Regarding claims 34, 50, the combination discussed above teaches; wherein the 

20 service administration host chooses a plurality of remote hosts capable of sharing the 

21 remote service with the local host, further comprising a step in which the local host 

22 displays an optimal remote host of the plurality of remote hosts capable of sharing the 

23 remote service with the local host. (Jini, AR.3.2.2; "If there are several matching 
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1 services, the camera may further filter them . . . and present the user with the list of 

2 possible printers for choice") 

3 Regarding claims 35, 51 , 79, the combination discussed above teaches; further 

4 comprising a step of communicating information between the selected remote host and 

5 the local host utilizing the software necessary for the remote service downloaded by the 

6 selected remote host, ("the end user of a service activates his or her use of the service" 

7 Bantz column 10 line 54) 

8 Regarding claim 36, the combination discussed above teaches; wherein in the 

9 step of communicating information, the communicated information comprises still image 

10 data possessed by the local host or the selected remote host. ("Image manipulation and 

1 1 computer-aided design" Bantz column 15 line 44) 

12 Regarding claims 38, the combination discussed above may not teach; wherein 

13 the step of communicating information between the selected remote host and the local 

14 host comprises: 

15 a step in which the local host or the selected remote host transmits the information to a 

16 different remote host from the selected remote host, the different remote host being 

17 capable of performing a predetermined process on the information that is 

18 communicated; and 

19 a step in which, after performing the predetermined process, the different remote host 

20 transmits the processed information to the selected remote host or the local host. Jini 

21 teaches such a feature in AR.2.1 .1 , Services, "A service is an entity that can be used by 

22 a person, a program, or another service". Thus, Jini allows service chaining. A person of 
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1 ordinary skill in the art would have used a service chaining mechanism of Jini with the 

2 invention discussed above by allowing other services to be used by the provisioned 

3 service discussed explicitly above. It would have been obvious at the time the invention 

4 was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the service chaining of Jini with 

5 the combination as discussed above in order to allow a remote service to access 

6 external functionality that would increase its usefulness. 

7 Regarding claim 39, the combination discussed above may not teach; wherein 

8 the predetermined process is a process of converting a format of the information. Jini 

9 teaches such a functionality in AR.2.1 .1 "translating from one word-processor format to 

10 some other". A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the word-processor 

1 1 format translation as a remote service of the combination discussed above by 

12 converting a word document on an external device. It would have been obvious at the 

13 time the invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to convert a 

14 document on an external device using the combination discussed above in order for thin 

1 5 devices to achieve greater functionality. 

16 Regarding claims 41 , 83; the combination discussed above may not teach; 

17 wherein the selected remote host is configured to store acquired software therein, and 

18 wherein the step in which the selected remote host downloads from the service 

1 9 administration host further comprises: 

20 determining if software identical to the necessary software necessary for the remote 

21 service is included in the stored acquired software of the selected remote host; and 

22 determining that software is not necessary software necessary for the remote service if 
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1 identical software is included in the stored acquired software of the selected remote 

2 host. Jini teaches such a feature AR.2.1 .5 Leasing. A lease shows that current valid 

3 software is downloaded. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the 

4 leasing feature of Jini with the combination as discussed above by providing explicit 

5 ownership times of remote services. It would have been obvious at the time the 

6 invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to provide explicit ownership 

7 times in order to avoid a devices resources from being held by users who no longer 

8 require its functionality. 

9 Regarding claims 43, 54, 84, the combination discussed above teaches; further 

10 comprising: 

1 1 a step in which the local host requests from the service administration host a list of 

12 remote services that are usable to the local host; ("the customer selects a service type 

13 to subscribe to" Bantz column 8 line 5) 

14 a step in which, in response to the request from the local host, the service 

15 administration host recognizes each of the remote services that are usable to the local 

16 host; ("customer manager determines the current customer's inventory of hardware and 

17 software" Bantz column 8 line 55) 

18 a step in which the service administration host recognizes a remote host that is capable 

19 of sharing the recognized remote service with the local host; ("all possible provisionings 

20 of each service are listed" Bantz column 8 line 62) 

21 a step in which the service administration host reports to the local host a service list that 
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1 shows a combination of the remote service and the remote host; and (Jini, AR.2.1 .2) 

2 a step in which the local host displays the reported service list, (see Bantz Figure 7) 

3 Regarding claims 44, 55, 85, the combination discussed above teaches; a step in 

4 which the local host requests from the service administration host a list of remote hosts 

5 that are accessible by the local host; ("the customer selects a service type to subscribe 

6 to" Bantz column 8 line 5) 

7 a step in which, in response to the request from the local host, the service 

8 administration host recognizes the remote hosts that are accessible by the local host; 

9 ("customer manager determines the current customer's inventory of hardware and 

10 software" Bantz column 8 line 55) 

1 1 a step in which the service administration host recognizes, with respect to each of the 

12 recognized remote hosts, a remote service that is shareable with the local host; ("all 

13 possible provisionings of each service are listed" Bantz column 8 line 62) 

14 a step in which the service administration host reports to the local host a remote host list 

15 that shows a combination of the remote host and the remote service; and (Jini, 

16 AR.2.1. 2) 

17 a step in which the local host displays the reported remote host list, (see Bantz Figure 

18 7) 

19 Regarding claims 45, 56, 86, the combination discussed above teaches; further 

20 comprising: 

21 a step in which, in response to the request from the list relaying host, the service 

22 administration host recognizes each of the remote services that are usable to the local 
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1 host; ("customer manager determines the current customer's inventory of hardware and 

2 software" Bantz column 8 line 55) 

3 a step in which the service administration host recognizes a remote host that is capable 

4 of sharing the recognized remote service with the local host; ("all possible provisionings 

5 of each service are listed" Bantz column 8 line 62) 

6 a step in which the service administration host reports to the local host a service list that 

7 shows a combination of the remote service and the remote host; and (Jini, AR.2.1 .2) 

8 a step in which the local host displays the reported service list. (Jini, AR.3.2.2). The 

9 combination discussed above may not teach; 

10 a step in which the local host requests, from a list relaying host which is connected to 

1 1 the network, a list of remote services that are usable to the local host; 

12 a step in which, in response to the request from the local host, the list relaying host 

13 requests from the service administration host the list of remote services that are usable 

14 to the local host 

15 Jini discloses such a feature in AR.2.1. 2; "a lookup service may contain objects 

16 that encapsulate other naming or directory services". Thus, a Jini service could be an 

17 interface to another lookup service. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used 

18 this Jini directory encapsulation by providing a Jini interface to the combination 

19 discussed above. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 

20 person of ordinary skill in the art to encapsulate the combination discussed above in 

21 order to allow a Jini service to interact with the system discussed above. 
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1 Regarding claim 46, 57, 87, the combination discussed above teaches; further 

2 comprising: 

3 a step in which, in response to the request from the list relaying host, the service 

4 administration host recognizes the remote hosts that are accessible by the local host; 

5 ("customer manager determines the current customer's inventory of hardware and 

6 software" Bantz column 8 line 55) 

7 a step in which the service administration host recognizes, with respect to each of the 

8 recognized remote hosts, a remote service that is shareable with the local host; ("all 

9 possible provisionings of each service are listed" Bantz column 8 line 62) 

10 a step in which the service administration host reports to the local host a remote host list 

1 1 that shows a combination of the remote host and the remote service; and (Jini, 

12 AR.2.1.2) 

13 a step in which the local host displays the reported remote host list. (Jini, AR.3.2.2) The 

14 combination discussed above may not teach; 

15 a step in which the local host requests, from a list relaying host which is connected to 

16 the network, a list of remote hosts that are accessible by the local host; 

17 a step in which, in response to the request from the local host, the list relaying host 

18 requests from the service administration host the list of remote hosts that are accessible 

19 by the local host; 

20 Jini discloses such a feature in AR.2.1 .2; "a lookup service may contain objects 

21 that encapsulate other naming or directory services". Thus, a Jini service could be an 

22 interface to another lookup service. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used 
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1 this Jini directory encapsulation by providing a Jini interface to the combination 

2 discussed above. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 

3 person of ordinary skill in the art to encapsulate the combination discussed above in 

4 order to allow a Jini service to interact with the system discussed above. 
5 

6 Regarding claim 89, the combination discussed above teaches; Wherein the 

7 second electronic communication device is selected by the user from the two or more 

8 electronic communication devices, and ("all possible provisionings of each service are 

9 listed" Bantz column 8 line 62) 

10 Wherein the software acquisition means instructs the second electronic 

1 1 communication device selected by the user to download the software necessary for 

12 executing the desired process from the service administration host. ("FIG. 5 represents 

13 the provisioning of the selected service at the selected service offering." Column 10 line 

14 1) 

15 Regarding claim 90, the combination discussed above teaches; Wherein the 

16 second electronic communication device is selected by the user from the two or more 

17 electronic communication devices, and ("all possible provisionings of each service are 

18 listed" Bantz column 8 line 62) 

19 Wherein the software acquisition means instructs the service administration host 

20 to transmit the software necessary for executing the desired process to the second 

21 electronic communication device selected by the user. ("FIG. 5 represents the 

22 provisioning of the selected service at the selected service offering." Column 10 line 1 ) 
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1 Regarding claim 92, the combination discussed above may not teach; wherein 

2 the association recognition means is provided within a home server of the user who 

3 possesses the first electronic communication device. Jini discloses such a feature; 

4 AR.2.1 .2; "a lookup service may contain objects that encapsulate other naming or 

5 directory services". Thus, a Jini service could be an interface to another lookup service. 

6 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used this Jini directory encapsulation by 

7 providing a Jini interface to the combination discussed above. It would have been 

8 obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 

9 encapsulate the combination discussed above in order to allow a Jini service to interact 

10 with the system discussed above. 

1 1 Regarding claim 93, the combination discussed above teaches; wherein the 

12 association recognition means is provided within the service administration host, ("the 

13 customer manager receives a message from the customer interface containing an 

14 identification of the desired service type" Bantz column 8 line 10) 
15 

16 

17 Claims 30, 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

18 the combination discussed above, in view of Miller et al. (US 5475819). 

19 Regarding claim 30, 48, the combination discussed above may not teach; 

20 wherein the information about the one or more remote hosts comprises addresses of 

21 the one or more remote hosts. Miller discloses such a limitation; "A client on the network 

22 makes reference to a name service to obtain a network address of one of these service 

23 providers" (Miller Abstract). A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the 
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1 invention of Miller with the combination discussed above by including a service address 

2 with the possible user selectable services. It would have been obvious at the time the 

3 invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include a service address in 

4 the selectable services in order for a client to gain information on the possible instance 

5 settings prior to service selection. 

6 Claims 33, 42, 53, 82, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 

7 unpatentable over the combination discussed above, in view of Cowan (US 6031 830) 

8 Regarding claims 33, 42, 53, 82, the combination discussed above teaches; 

9 wherein the selected remote host is configured to store acquired software 

10 therein, and wherein the step in which the selected remote host downloads from the 

1 1 service administration host further comprises: 

12 determining if software identical to the necessary software necessary for the 

13 remote service is included in the stored acquired software of the selected remote host; 

14 determining that software is not necessary software necessary for the remote 



15 service if identical software is included in the stored acquired software of the selected 

16 remote host; ("does this component have to be installed ... or does that server already 

17 have the software installed" Bantz column 10 line 17) 

18 discarding the stored software and downloading the necessary software necessary for 

19 the remote service from the service administration host if the version of the stored 

20 software included in the stored acquired software is older than the version of the 

21 software necessary for the remote service, ("it may be of value to remove service 

22 components needed for the former provisioning" Bantz column 1 1 line 23). Bantz does 
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1 not explicitly disclose; comparing if the a version of the necessary software necessary_ 

2 for the remote service and a version of the stored software included in the stored 

3 acquired software. Cowan discloses such a limitation; "files from the host computer will 

4 not be downloaded to a mobile terminal until and unless it has been determined that a 

5 new version of mobile terminal software exists" (Cowan column 1 2 line 20). A person of 

6 ordinary skill in the art would have used the version checking of Cowan with the 

7 combination discussed above by checking a version number to determine if software 

8 must be acquired. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 

9 person of ordinary skill in the art to include Cowan's version check in the combination 

10 discussed above in order to prevent redistributing software in unnecessary cases. 

1 1 Claims 37, 40, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 

12 the combination discussed above, in view of 'The Ninja architecture for robust Internet- 

13 scale systems and services' hereafter known as Ninja. 

14 Regarding claim 37, the combination discussed above does not explicitly show 

15 that; wherein in the step of communicating information, the communicated information 

16 comprises video image data posessed by the local host or the selected remote host. 

17 Ninja discusses such a feature; "frames in a video stream" (Ninja page 484, paragraph 

18 1 ). A person of ordinary skill in the art would have utilized the teachings of Ninja with the 

19 combination discussed above by enabling transcoder service. It would have been 

20 obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 

21 include the operations of Ninja in the combination discussed above in order to leverage 

22 the processing power of distributed computers. 
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1 Regarding claim 40, the combination discussed above does not explicitly show 

2 that; wherein the predetermined process is a process of converting a resolution of the 

3 information to a predetermined resolution. Ninja illustrates such a feature; "Content 

4 presentation can be tailored for small screen layouts, and image resolution and bit- 

5 depth reduced both for limited display and network capabilities of these devices." (Ninja, 

6 page 483, 5.1 Dynamic service adaptation, paragraph 2). A person of ordinary skill in 

7 the art would have utilized the teachings of Ninja with the combination discussed above 

8 by enabling transcoder service. It would have been obvious at the time the invention 

9 was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include the operations of Ninja in the 

10 the combination discussed above in order to leverage the processing power of 

11 distributed computers. 

12 Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 

13 combination discussed above, in view of Averbuch et al. (US 5896566). 

14 Regarding claim 52, the combination discussed above may not teach; wherein 

15 the selected remote host is configured to store acquired software therein, 

16 wherein if an instruction to transmit software to the selected remote host is received by 

17 the service administration host, the service administration host inquires of the selected 

18 remote host whether the software is included in the stored acquired software of the 

19 selected remote host, 

20 wherein in response to the inquiry from the service administration host, the selected 

21 remote host determines whether the software is included in the stored acquired 

22 software, and the selected remote host reports a result of the determination to the 
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1 service administration host, and; 

2 wherein in response to the report from the selected remote host, if the software is 

3 included in them stored acquired software, the service administration host determines 

4 that the software is not software necessary for the remote service, and the service 

5 administration host does not transmit the unnecessary software to the selected remote 

6 host. Averbuch teaches such limitation on column 2 lines 10-35. A person of ordinary 

7 skill in the art at the time of invention would have used the updating method of Averbuch 

8 with the the combination discussed above by using the updating scheme of Averbuch. It 

9 would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of ordinary 

10 skill in the art to use the method of Averbuch with the combination discussed above in 

1 1 order to avoid placing a large burden on communication resources. 

12 Claims 58, 60-68, 70, 71, 72, 74-77, 91, 95, 97, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

1 3 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Bantz et al. (US 74641 63), in view of Jini, in further 

1 4 view of Butt et al . (US 6754829). 

15 With respect to claims 58, 68, Bantz teaches; A service software acquiring 

16 method for acquiring software necessary for a remote service that is to be shared 

17 between a local host and a remote host connected via a network, from a service 

18 administration host that has wherein the network has for authenticating the local host 

19 connected thereto, the method comprising: 

20 a step in which the local host requests the service administration host to start a desired 

21 remote service; ("the customer manager receives a message from the customer 

22 interface containing an identification of the desired service type" Bantz column 8 line 10) 
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1 a step in which, in response to the request to start the remote service, the service 

2 administration host chooses one or more remote hosts capable of sharing the remote 

3 service with the local host, and returns information about the one or remote hosts to the 

4 local host; ("and then creates a list of service offerings and returns that list to the 

5 customer" Bantz column 8 line 13) 

6 and instructs the selected remote host to download the software necessary for sharing 

7 the remote service from the service administration host; and ("FIG. 5 represents the 

8 provisioning of the selected service at the selected service offering." Column 10 line 1) 

9 a step in which the selected remote host downloads the software necessary for sharing 

10 the remote service from the service administration host, ("examines the component to 

1 1 determine a specific provisioning action . . . employs the facilities of the system 

12 management server" Bantz column 10 lines 15-22) 

1 3 Bantz may not explicitly disclose; 

14 a certificate authority host 

15 a step in which the local host acquires a registered user key from the certificate 

16 authority host; a step in which the local host transmits to the service administration host 

17 a request to start a desired remote service together with the user key; a step in which, if 

18 an authenticity of the user key is certified by the certificate authority host, the selected 

19 remote host downloads host the software necessary for sharing the remote service from 

20 the service administration host. 
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1 a step in which, based on the returned information about the one or more remote 

2 hosts, the local host selects a remote host with which to share the remote service from 

3 among the one or more remote hosts chosen by the service administration host, 

4 Jini discloses a remote host selection in as shown in Jini, AR.2.1 .2: Lookup 

5 Service, page 6; "descriptive entries associated with a service allow more fine-grained 

6 selection of services based on properties understandable to people" 

7 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the Jini lookup service with 

8 the invention of Bantz by including a fine-grained selection of services using descriptive 

9 entries of Jini into the "set of templates" (Bantz coumn 9 line 1 7). 

10 It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of 

1 1 ordinary skill in the art to include a fine grained selection of the manner of Jini into the 

12 invention of Bantz in order to give a user control of the specifics of an implementation. 

13 Furthermore the combination discussed above does not explicitly teach; 



14 a certificate authority host 

15 a step in which the local host acquires a registered user key from the certificate 

16 authority host; a step in which the local host transmits to the service administration host 

17 a request to start a desired remote service together with the user key; a step in which, if 

18 an authenticity of the user key is certified by the certificate authority host, the selected 

19 remote host downloads host the software necessary for sharing the remote service from 

20 the service administration host. 
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1 Butt teaches such a limitation; "a configuration option at the core/certificate 

2 authority would specify which login account should trigger the creation of a "super user" 

3 certificate ... the signed session certificate is then granted" (Butt column 10 line 7-15) 

4 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the certificates and keys of 

5 Butt with the combination discussed above by including a certificate authority and login 

6 validator in the combination discussed above. 

7 It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of 

8 ordinary skill in the art to include a certificate and key login system as shown in Butt in 

9 order to provide secure communications with the service provider. 

10 Regarding claims 60, 70, the combination discussed above teaches the 

1 1 limitations, as shown in claim 31 . 

12 Regarding claims 61 , 71 , the combination discussed above teaches the 

13 limitations, as shown in claim 34. 

14 Regarding claims 62, 72, the combination discussed above teaches the 

15 limitations, as shown in claim 35. 

16 Regarding claim 63, the combination discussed above teaches the limitations, as 

17 shown in claim 32. 

18 Regarding claims 64, 74, the combination discussed above teaches the 

19 limitations, as shown in claim 43. 

20 Regarding claims 65, 75, the combination discussed above teaches the 

21 limitations, as shown in claim 44. 
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1 



Regarding claims 66, 76, the combination discussed above teaches the 



2 



limitations, as shown in claim 45. 



3 



Regarding claims 67, 77, the combination discussed above teaches the 



4 



limitations, as shown in claim 46. 



5 



Regarding claim 91 , the combination discussed above may not teach; wherein 



6 when recognizing the association, the association recognition means recognizes the 

7 second electronic communication device capable of operating in association with the 

8 first electronic communication device by authenticating the user operating the first 

9 electronic communication device. Butt teaches such a limitation; "a configuration option 

10 at the core/certificate authority would specify which login account should trigger the 

1 1 creation of a "super user" certificate ... the signed session certificate is then granted" 

1 2 (Butt column 1 0 line 7-1 5) 

13 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the certificates and keys of 

14 Butt with the combination discussed above by including a certificate authority and login 

15 validator in the combination discussed above. 

16 It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of 

17 ordinary skill in the art to include a certificate and key login system as shown in Butt in 

18 order to provide secure communications with the service provider. 

19 Regarding claim 95, Beck does not teach; further comprising user key acquisition 

20 means for acquiring a user key that is registered in a certificate authority host connected 

21 to the network, wherein 

22 the software acquisition request means transmits the user key acquired by the user key 
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1 acquisition means together with a request to acquire the software for executing the 

2 predetermined process. Butt teaches such a limitation; "a configuration option at the 

3 core/certificate authority would specify which login account should trigger the creation of 

4 a "super user" certificate ... the signed session certificate is then granted" (Butt column 

5 10 line 7-15) 

6 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the certificates and keys of 

7 Butt with the combination discussed above by including a certificate authority and login 

8 validator in the combination discussed above. 

9 It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of 

10 ordinary skill in the art to include a certificate and key login system as shown in Butt in 

1 1 order to provide secure communications with the service provider. 

12 Regarding claim 97, Bantz teaches; the software acquisition means downloads, 

13 from the service administration host, the software for executing the predetermined 

14 process ("examines the component to determine a specific provisioning action . . . 

15 employs the facilities of the system management server" Bantz column 10 lines 15-22). 

16 Bantz may not teach; further comprising user key check means for requesting a 

17 certificate authority host connected to the network to check a user key, wherein 

18 the software acquisition means downloads the software for executing the predetermined 

19 process from the service administration host if the user key check means authenticates 

20 the user key. Butt teaches such a limitation; "a configuration option at the 

21 core/certificate authority would specify which login account should trigger the creation of 
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1 a "super user" certificate ... the signed session certificate is then granted" (Butt column 

2 10 line 7-15) 

3 A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the certificates and keys of 

4 Butt with the combination discussed above by including a certificate authority and login 

5 validator in the combination discussed above. 

6 It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of 

7 ordinary skill in the art to include a certificate and key login system as shown in Butt in 

8 order to provide secure communications with the service provider. 

9 Claims 59, 69, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

10 the combination discussed above, in view of Miller et al. (US 5475819). 

1 1 Regarding claim 59, 69, the combination discussed above may not teach; 

12 wherein the information about the one or more remote hosts comprises addresses of 

13 the one or more remote hosts. Miller discloses such a limitation; "A client on the network 

14 makes reference to a name service to obtain a network address of one of these service 



1 5 providers" (Miller Abstract). A person of ordinary skill in the art would have used the 

16 invention of Miller with the combination discussed above by including a service address 

17 with the possible user selectable services. It would have been obvious at the time the 

18 invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include a service address in 

19 the selectable services in order for a client to gain information on the possible instance 

20 settings prior to service selection. 

21 Claim 73 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 

22 combination discussed above, in view of Averbuch et al. (US 5896566). 
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1 Regarding claim 73, the combination discussed above teaches; 

2 Wherein the selected remote host is configured to store acquired software 

3 therein, and 

4 Wherein the step in which the selected remote host downloads from the service 

5 administration host further comprises: 

6 Determining that software is not necessary software necessary for the remote 

7 service if the identical software is included in the stored acquired software, ("enable a 

8 subscription to update a previous subscription" Bantz column 1 1 line 20) 

9 The combination discussed above may not teach; 

10 Inquiring of the selected remote host if the necessary software necessary for the 

1 1 remote service is included in the stored acquired software of the selected remote host 

1 2 Determining if software identical to the necessary software necessary for the 

13 remote service is included in the stored acquired software, and reporting a result of the 

14 determination to the service administration host; and 

15 Averbuch teaches such limitation on column 2 lines 10-35. A person of ordinary 



16 skill in the art at the time of invention would have used the updating method of Averbuch 

17 with the the combination discussed above by using the updating scheme of Averbuch. It 

18 would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of ordinary 

19 skill in the art to use the method of Averbuch with the combination discussed above in 

20 order to avoid placing a large burden on communication resources. 
21 

22 
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1 

2 Response to Arguments 

3 Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 47, 78, 88, 94, 96 have been 

4 considered but are not addressed in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Beck does 

5 not show the "local host selecting] a remote host from among the one or more remote 

6 hosts chosen by the service administration. However, upon further consideration, a new 

7 ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Jini. 

8 Applicants further arguments are dependent upon those addressed above, and 

9 are persuasive under similar reasoning. 
10 

11 
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1 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

2 examiner should be directed to Michael Chao whose telephone number is (571 )270- 

3 5657. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4 Monday through Thursday. 

4 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

5 supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571 )272-3868. The fax phone number 

6 for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

7 Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

8 Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

9 published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

10 Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

1 1 For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

12 you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

1 3 Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

14 USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

1 5 system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
16 
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